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Tetrahedrane (tricyclo[1.1.0.02,4]butane) is one of the most
strained organic molecules, containing four cyclopropane rings in
a fused system.1 The parent tetrahedrane is thermodynamically
unstable and is still an unknown compound, even under matrix-
isolation conditions; however, its derivatives with four bulky,
σ-donating substituents have been isolated (Chart 1). In 1978, Maier
and co-workers succeeded in synthesizing tetrakis(tert-butyl)tetra-
hedrane (1),2 in which the four bulky tBu substituents kinetically
stabilize the tetrahedrane skeleton against ring-opening bond
cleavage. However, when one of the tBu substituents in 1 was
replaced by a smaller group, such as a phenyl or methyl group,
tetrahedrane derivatives were not detected, even at low temperature.1

However, the highly strained tetrahedrane skeleton can be sterically
and electronically stabilized if the tBu groups are replaced by
σ-donating groups, such as trimethylsilyl groups. Thus, Maier and
we succeeded in synthesizing tetrakis(trimethylsilyl)tetrahedrane
(2),3,4a which is stable up to 300 °C, by the photochemical
isomerization of tetrakis(trimethylsilyl)cyclobutadiene.4,5 Further-
more, we demonstrated that compound 2 could be transformed into
tris(trimethylsilyl)tetrahedranyllithium 3,6 which reacts with a
variety of electrophiles to give isolable substituted tetrahedranes
with H and Me as substituents.6 Recently, we also reported the
synthesis of hexakis(trimethylsilyl)tetrahedranyltetrahedrane,7 which
has a very short linking C-C bond [1.436(3) Å] resulting from
the high s-character of the central bond, by the oxidative coupling
of 3 using CuCN.

Because tetrahedrane has an extremely strained skeleton, the ring
strain raises the energy levels of the C-C σ-bond orbitals.1,8

Therefore, σ-π conjugation between the tetrahedrane σ framework
and the adjacent π-orbital system would be expected. However,
all attempts to prepare aryl-substituted tetrahedranes have been
unsuccessful, and no report of a stable tetrahedrane with a π system,
such as a phenyl group, has appeared. Herein, we report a simple
and straightforward method for the synthesis of three perfluoroaryl-
substituted tetrahedranes, 4-6, which are the first stable aryl-
substituted tetrahedrane derivatives; 4-6 have been characterized
by NMR spectroscopy and 4 and 6 by X-ray diffraction. We also
report the unusual electronic properties of these tetrahedranes, which
are caused by σ-π conjugation between the strained tetrahedrane
core and the aromatic ring.

A 10-fold excess of hexafluorobenzene was added at room tem-
perature to a solution of 3 in THF. The reaction occurred immediately,
and the reaction mixture turned from the dark-brown solution of 3 to

black. The reaction mixture was separated by HPLC to give the two
products 4 and 5 as colorless crystals in 36 and 25% isolated yields,
respectively (Scheme 1).9 The second substitution to produce 5
occurred regioselectively at the para position, as expected in view of
the fact that the nucleophilic aromatic substitution reactions of many
nucleophiles with hexafluorobenzene proceed regioselectively at the
1 and 4 positions.10 Because the second substitution is faster than the
first, it was difficult to obtain 4 selectively, even when a large excess
of hexafluorobenzene was used. Both of the compounds 4 and 5 are
stable in air and at temperatures of up to 170 °C.

The tetrahedrane unit could also be introduced into an extended
π-conjugation system of the phenylene-ethynylene type by the
same method as for the reaction of 3 with hexafluorobenzene. Thus,
tetrahedranyllithium 3 was treated with [(pentafluorophenyl)ethy-
nyl]benzene in THF to give the product 6 in 31% isolated yield; 6
is stable in air and has a melting point of 73.5-75.5 °C (Scheme
2).9 As expected, the substitution reaction took place at the position
para to the ethynyl group.

The 13C NMR signals of the tetrahedrane skeleton were observed
at -6.5 ppm (C-C6F5) and -17.2 ppm (C-SiMe3) for 4; -6.0
ppm (C-C6F4) and -17.3 ppm (C-SiMe3) for 5; and -4.7 ppm
(C-C6F4) and -15.5 ppm (C-SiMe3) for 6. Although an upfield
shift of the skeletal C atoms is typical for tetrahedrane,2,3 significant
downfield shifts relative to 2 (-20.5 ppm) and 3 [-27.0 ppm (ring
C-Li) and -22.0 ppm (ring C)] were observed for the aryl-
substituted carbon atom: +14.0 ppm for 4, +14.5 ppm for 5, and
+15.8 ppm for 6 relative to 2.3 These remarkable downfield NMR
chemical shifts could be attributed to the considerable electronic
effect of the perfluoroaryl group on the tetrahedrane skeleton.

The molecular structure of 4, as determined by X-ray crystal-
lographic analysis, is shown in Figure 1.9 The C1(tetrahedrane
skeleton)-C14(ipso-C of C6F5) bond length is 1.450(2) Å, which
is significantly shorter than the typical C(sp3)-C(sp2) single-bond
length (1.507 Å).11 The bond shortening of the C1-C14 bond
indicates the σ-π conjugation between the highly strained tetra-
hedrane framework and the benzene ring (seen in HOMO-3). The
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calculated s character of the C1-C14 bond at the NBO/B3LYP/
6-31G(d) level is sp1.57. As a consequence of the difference in the
electronegativity of the substituents (Me3Si vs C6F5), the core
structure in 4 does not show ideal Td symmetry. Thus, the
C(C6F5)-C(SiMe3) bond lengths (C1-C2, C1-C3, and C1-C4)
in 4 range from 1.475(2) to 1.504(2) Å [av 1.485(2) Å], whereas
the C(SiMe3)-C(SiMe3) bond lengths (C2-C3, C2-C4, and
C3-C4) range from 1.504(2) to 1.524(2) Å [av 1.512(2) Å].
Obviously, the presence of an electron-withdrawing group leads
to a shortening of the tetrahedrane bond lengths [av 1.485(2) vs av
1.512(2) Å]. It should be noted that the distorted core of 3 shows
the opposite behavior: that is, the C(Li)-C(SiMe3) bond lengths
are longer [av 1.543(2) Å] than the others [av 1.499(2) Å].6

We also carried out the X-ray analysis of 6 and found that its
tetrahedrane core structure is quite similar to that of 4 (Figure 2).9

The C1(tetrahedrane skeleton)-C14(ipso-C of C6F4) bond length
is 1.438(2) Å in 6.

The HOMO-3 (bonding interaction) and HOMO (antibonding
interaction) of 4 calculated at the B3LYP/6-31G(d) level are shown
in Figure 3. The tetrahedrane has two higher-energy σ orbitals,
which are degenerate because of the highly symmetric structure.12

The two σ orbitals can conjugate with the π orbital (Ψs) of the
benzene ring to form two conformational isomers (one coplanar
with and one perpendicular to the benzene ring); σ-π conjugation
over the tetrahedrane unit and benzene ring can be achieved in both
cases (see the Supporting Information), but the energy difference
of the two conformers is very small.13

The extended σ-π conjugation in 4-6 is reflected in the
electronic spectra (Figure 4). The absorption maxima of the UV-vis
absorption spectra of 4, 5, and 6 in hexane were observed at 271

nm (ε ) 6200 cm-1 M-1) for 4, 303 nm (ε ) 9600 cm-1 M-1) for
5, and 324 nm (ε ) 30 500 cm-1 M-1) for 6. The considerable
bathochromic shift of 4-6 relative to hexafluorobenzene (λmax )
231 nm)14 could serve as evidence for σ-π conjugation between
the tetrahedrane σ framework and the perfluoroaryl π system.

Supporting Information Available: Experimental procedures and
spectral data for 4, 5, and 6, computational results and MO diagram
for 4, and tables of crystallographic data, including atomic positions
and thermal parameters, and CIF files for 4 and 6. This material is
available free of charge via the Internet at http://pubs.acs.org.
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Figure 1. ORTEP drawing of 4 (30% probability level). Hydrogen atoms
have been omitted for clarity. Selected bond lengths (Å): C1-C14, 1.450(2);
C1-C2, 1.475(2); C1-C3, 1.504(2); C1-C4, 1.475(2); C2-C3, 1.507(2);
C2-C4, 1.524(2); C3-C4, 1.504(2); Si1-C2, 1.8363(17); Si2-C3,
1.8327(18); Si3-C4, 1.8377(18). Selected bond angles (deg): C2-C1-C3,
60.80(11); C2-C1-C4, 62.21(12); C3-C1-C4, 60.65(11); C3-C2-C4,
59.51(11); C2-C3-C4, 60.79(11); C2-C4-C3, 59.70(11).

Figure 2. ORTEP drawing of 6 (30% probability level). Hydrogen atoms
have been omitted for clarity. Selected bond lengths (Å): C1-C14, 1.438(2);
C1-C2, 1.497(2); C1-C3, 1.501(2); C1-C4, 1.463(2); C2-C3, 1.491(2);
C2-C4, 1.527(2); C3-C4, 1.523(2); Si1-C2, 1.8328(17); Si2-C3, 1.8277(16);
Si3-C4, 1.8337(16); C20-C21, 1.195(2). Selected bond angles (deg):
C2-C1-C3, 59.65(10); C2-C1-C4, 62.11(11); C3-C1-C4, 61.82(10);
C3-C2-C4, 60.60(10); C2-C3-C4, 60.86(11); C2-C4-C3, 58.53(10).

Figure 3. (left) HOMO-3 and (right) HOMO of 4 calculated at the
B3LYP/6-31G(d) level.

Figure 4. UV-vis spectra of 4-6 in hexane.
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